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Newsletter No: 7             Wednesday, 30
th

 May, 2018 
 

Dear Parents and Friends, 
 

At MacKillop, we are fortunate that the behaviour of the majority of students reflects the core values 
of our school. Day to day issues that we deal with in classrooms and the playground, are in general, 
worked through and sorted out quickly. Navigating social relationships is a skill that needs to be 
learned and developed, the same as numeracy skills or sporting skills need to be learned and 
developed. All children are at different points along the continuum of learning, just as in any other 
learning area. Children do not always get things right the first time in Maths and the same goes for 
social-emotional learning. Therefore, it is important that children have clear expectations and 
boundaries.  
 
Since the beginning of the year, all of our classes have had a focus on setting those expectations 
and boundaries, based on our school rules, with each class being shown our School Guidelines 
PowerPoint and discussing these within the first couple of weeks of school. A summary of these 
guidelines were also sent home to parents in Week Two last term. If you would like another copy of 
these please see the office.  Children respond well to structure and boundaries and it is our role as 
adults to provide these. Clear rules and expectations help children to feel safe and know what to 
expect. However, it is a normal part of childhood to push these boundaries. It is also normal for 
children to make wrong choices and even sometimes to get into trouble at school. These situations 
are treated as learning opportunities.  
 
When a friendship experiences a breakdown, or if there is conflict, it is important for children to learn 
that this is normal, and that with the support of their teachers they can be part of the process to sort 
things out and make them right. The school will always inform parents of incidents if it is deemed 
necessary or serious enough to warrant; however, it is important for parents to understand that often 
we give children the opportunity to sort out situations with the teacher, without it needing to go to that 
next step of informing parents.  
 
It is important that parents trust the school and their child to work through and resolve issues, and 
even more importantly that they don’t try and solve all their child’s problems for them. Children learn 
more when they are empowered to sort out their own problems, thereby developing resilience and 
problem solving skills that they can then use and rely on later in life. If all of their problems are 
solved for them by adults, then children will become teenagers and adults who, when faced with 
more challenging dilemmas, may not be able to make informed and appropriate decisions.  
 
As parents, listen to your children and let them share their problems, without trying to solve the 
problem for them. Be affirming and empathetic, encouraging them by asking how they might return 
to school the next day or how they might fix the problem if it hasn’t already been resolved. It is also 
important to keep in mind that when a child comes home and reports about other children’s 
behaviour, what is reported is not always the full picture and is only one side of the story.  
 
 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 
At MacKillop, we take the time to understand these incidents and 
to work through each situation carefully, keeping the dignity of 
each child in mind without making judgements, so that the issue 
can be properly resolved. As a school, we have clear rules and 
consistent expectations. We follow through with appropriate 
consequences where necessary, with children more likely to learn 
and change their behaviour if they see this consistency both at 
school and at home. 
 
If at any time you have a concern about an incident or situation, 
please don’t hesitate to see your child’s teacher in the first 
instance or a member of the leadership team. 

 

SCHOOL SATISFACTION SURVEY 

As part of its continuous review cycle, MacKillop is conducting an 
external survey of all members of the MacKillop community (i.e. 
parents, year 4-6 students and staff). This review looks at the 4 
dimensions of effective Catholic Schools: 

 Catholic Ethos and Identity 

 Effective Teaching and Learning 

 Pastoral Support and Wellbeing 

 Leadership, Partnerships and Resourcing 

Validation in the continuous review cycle occurs once every 5 
years. Our external validation will occur in 2020. It is important 
that we survey our school community at least twice in this cycle. 

The survey is now open and closes on Monday 11
th

 June.  I 

would encourage all families to complete the survey, which has 
been emailed to you.  If you have any difficulties in completing the 
survey or have any other questions, please contact the school 
office.  Thank you for your assistance in helping to shape the 
future direction of MacKillop Catholic Primary School. 

 

DIRECTOR – LEESA JEFFCOAT VISIT 
 

Last Friday we were fortunate to have our Diocesan Director, 
Miss Leesa Jeffcoat, visit our school. Leesa met with me to 
discuss the strategic vision of the school, chatted with staff at 
afternoon tea and visited some classrooms. The students made 
her feel very welcome. We thank Leesa for her continued support 
of MacKillop and for taking time out of her very busy schedule to 
visit our school.  
  

ASSISTANT TO THE DIRECTOR: SCHOOLS 
 
Today, we have again been fortunate to have our Assistant to the 
Director: Schools, Mr Michael McCusker visit our school. Michael 
has met with me as well as visited classrooms. We enjoy having 
Michael visit our school and thank him for his continued support 
of MacKillop and myself in my role as Principal. 
 

PIZZA MEAL DAY 
 
Thanks to Mrs Oliver for organising another successful Pizza 
Meal Day and to the parents that were able to assist on the day. 
The children certainly do enjoy this treat. 

 
PRAYERS 

 
Please remember in your prayers anyone who 
is sick within our community. We pray for God’s 
healing and restoration. 
We pray for: 

 Gracie Norman’s Poppy who is unwell at this time.  

 
PREP ENROLMENTS 2019 

 
Enrolments for Prep are currently being taken for the 2019 school 
year. If you have a child due to commence Prep next year born 
between July 1, 2013 and June 30, 2014 please complete an 
enrolment form available from the school office or download from 
the school’s website. When returning the enrolment form, please 
remember we need to sight the original birth certificate or a  
certified copy and also need a copy of their baptismal certificate 

& immunisation records. It is essential that we have our current 
families accounted for so that we know the number of places 
available for new families.   

 
 

YEAR 6 SCHOOL PHOTOS 

We currently have the following Year 6 School 

Photos on the noticeboard in our office for 

parents to order. Order forms are available in the 

office and all orders are to be placed directly with 

Advanced Life. 

* Year 6 Muck Up Photo 

* SRC 2018 

* House Captains 2018 

* School Leaders 2018 

 

 
WORKING BEE 

SUNDAY 3RD JUNE 
9.00 – 11.00 AM 

 
Please bring shovels, rakes, trailers etc to assist with 
mulching and tidying up the gardens in preparation 

for our official Opening and Blessing of the 
administration refurbishment . 

 

 
 

 

Keep Smiling 

 
Allison Blakey 

Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi048HoruTaAhUTO7wKHc2mA2gQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.worldbulletin.net/christianity/135530/us-top-court-endorses-prayers-before-town-meetings&psig=AOvVaw0OS-etk04tWO4Hru0bHQw9&ust=1525259033298122


 

 
 
 

RECONCILIATION WEEK 
 

MAY 27- JUNE 3 2018 
The theme for National Reconciliation Week 2018 is  
Don’t Keep History a Mystery.  

 
This year, Australians are invited to Learn, Share, and Grow – by 
exploring our past, learning more about Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander histories and cultures, and developing a deeper 
understanding of our national story. 
 
National Reconciliation Week is bookended by two important 
dates – the anniversary of the 1967 referendum on 27 May, and 
the anniversary of the historic High Court Mabo judgement on 3 
June. 
 
• 27 May 1967 – On this day, Australia’s most successful 

referendum saw more than 90 per cent of Australians vote to give 
the Australian Government power to make laws for Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander people and recognise them in the Census.  
 
• 3 June 1992 – On this day, the Australian High Court delivered 

the Mabo decision, the culmination of Eddie Koiki Mabo’s 
challenge to the legal fiction of ‘terra nullius’ (land belonging to no 
one) and leading to the legal recognition of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples as the Traditional Owners and Custodians 
of lands. This decision paved the way for Native Title. 
 
National Reconciliation Week is a time for all Australians to learn 
about our shared histories, cultures, and achievements, and to 
explore how each of us can contribute to achieving reconciliation 
in Australia. Reconciliation must live in the hearts, minds and 
actions of all Australians as we move forward, creating a nation 
strengthened by respectful relationships between the wider 
Australian community, and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Let Us Pray: 

God of justice and forgiveness,  
Guide us as we continue on our pathways to 

Reconciliation. Grant us the courage to speak out against 
the injustices that our Indigenous brothers and sisters 

continue to suffer. Help us to see with new eyes, to listen 
to the stories of our Indigenous brothers and sisters and to 

feel with a heart of compassion. Help us to build right 
relations with each other based on truth and justice. We 

ask this prayer through Christ our Lord,  
Amen. 

https://www.reconciliation.org.au/national-reconciliation-week/ 

 

Reconciliation Week at MacKillop 
 

We began Reconciliation Week 2018 here at MacKillop last 
Friday when 2N lead the school in a Reconciliation Week Prayer 
Assembly.  Thanks Mrs Devitt and 2N!! 

 
 
 
 
 

SACRAMENTAL  DATES! 
 

Sacramental Interviews – 4
th

, 5
th

, 6
th

 June. 

Confirmation Practice – Friday 15
th

 June 3:30pm 

Confirmation Ceremony – Parish Masses 16
th

/17
th

 June 

First Communion Practice – Friday 20
th

 July 3:30pm 

First Communion Celebration -Parish Masses 21
st

/22
nd

 July 

 
Please pray for all those who continue their 

preparation for the Sacraments. 

Spend some quiet time with the Lord 

God Bless, 

Helen Privett 

Assistant Principal Religious Education 

 
We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land and pay respects to 

their Elders and all Elders, past, present and future. 

 
 

 
 
Issue 4 Book Club order forms were handed out to students last 
week.  
 
Closing date for Issue 4 is Tuesday 12th June. Please note 
that no orders will be placed after the closing date due to 
holidays approaching. 
 

 
 
Thank you once again for all your support and enjoy your many 
adventures through reading. 
 
Many thanks 
Marie Schembri  
Library Coordinator 



 
Prep J Emeline Fletcher 

 Your cutting skills are awesome.  All pictures are 
cut carefully and precisely.  You follow the lines 
well and end up with a neat result. 

 Louie Warne 
 You are thorough in completing all Prep activities.  

In group work, you wait your turn and ensure all 
friends have a turn also.  Lovely to see. 

1P Jai Jackson 
 This week you have really concentrated on 

thinking about and organising your ideas for 
writing. You carefully sounded out your words and 
you re-read your sentences to make sure that they 
made sense. Keep up the super work Jai! 

 Beau Oliver 
 When we were learning about the story of 

Zacchaeus you shared some great ideas about 
what he could do to show that he was sorry. You 
helped us to find the missing words we needed for 
our activity and you read a whole paragraph by 
yourself. Great work Beau!  

2D Georgia Frost 
 Wow Georgia, I am amazed by your hard work 

last week.  It has been wonderful to see you 
completing tasks with a smile on your face and 
being one of the first students with their hand up 
during class discussions.  A happy and positive 
attitude can get you very far and you are definitely 
proving this to our class. 

 Saige Sharpe 
 During maths rotations, you demonstrated 

different way to make 20c, 50c and $1.  At first 
you were having trouble to use different coins, but 
because you did not give up, you ended up 
learning something new.  Keep up your positive 
attitude Saige! 

2N Lucas Boreham 
 Congratulations Lucas on being a Mathematics 

Whiz this week. You were able to solve the tricky 
Maths Problem of the Week and you were able to 
explain your thinking to the class very well. Super 
work Lucas. 

 Ciarne Giles 
 Congratulations on being the Student of the Week 

Ciarne, you have completed your creative writing 
quickly and with care. You are using interesting 
vocabulary and using great describing words. 
Fantastic work!  Well done! 

3CR Eve Oliver 
 For always working to the best of your ability and 

your contribution to class activities. 
 Georgie Rentoul 
 For always working to the best of your ability and 

your contribution to class activities. 
4C Vanessa Donald 

 I’m impressed with the extra effort you have 
applied to all tasks this week Vanessa.  I have 
noticed a great improvement in the way you have 
added descriptive thoughts and feelings into your 
memoir writing.  Keep it up! 

 Brinley Smith 
 I am very impressed with the way you have very 

carefully completed your Last Supper artwork. You 
began straight away, added important details to 
your drawing and coloured your work neatly and 
accurately.  Well done Brinley! 

4M Lily Masters 
 For the enormous effort you are putting into your 

Explorer Research task.  Great to see the skilful 
application you applied to uploading and inserting 
a picture into Google docs!  Way to go Lily. 
 
 
 

 Kallis Stevens 
 Great to see the enthusiasm you have when 

working on and completing your Maths Test.  This 
positive attitude can only bring success.  Keep it 
up Kallis! 

5K Amelia Hopton 
 Congratulations for receiving student of the week 

Amelia.  Your limerick about Mabel was written in 
the correct format and you used humour well. 

 Amileah Wharrier 
 You are settling into Year 5K well.  Thank you for 

applying yourself more in class.  You are a star. 
6PG Sarina Hooper 

 For your enthusiastic attitude to Maths! You are 
excited to learn new concepts and are always 
ready to challenge yourself with more complex 
problems to solve!  Great effort, Sarina!! 

 Toby Reid 
 For your growth mind set!  You are a pro-active 

learner – listening careful when new concepts are 
being introduced, willingly having-a-go, asking for 
help if you need it and making sure you learn from 
any mistakes.  You are a ‘learning legend’, Toby! 

6R Blake Defend 
 Your work in Mathematics is terrific!  You 

demonstrated clear connections between cm³, 
millilitres and litres in our Mathematics work on 
‘Volume and Capacity’.  You also gave a clear 
explanation which included diagrams, linking 
water displacement to changes in water levels. 

 Jessica Kelleher 
 You took great care and thought to compose a 

narrative titled ‘My Best Friend’.  You wrote from 
the heart, choosing words to not only create a 
picture in your reader’s mind, but to also connect 
to your reader’s emotions as well.  I love that you 
started with ‘dynamic dialogue’ and tried to vary 
your sentence beginnings. 

 
               
 May 28 Lachlan Biggin 
   
 June 1 Alexander Frost 
  3 Alexander Moore 
 

 

LOST PROPERTY 
 

These items below have been handed in as lost property. If they  
 

   belong to your child, please see the admin staff in the office in  
 

order to collect them. Thank you. 
 

 



TUCKSHOP ROSTER 
 
  Fri 01/06 Bec Jackson 
  Treeney Giles 
  HELP NEEDED PLEASE 
  
   Wed  06/06 Mel Camilleri 
  Val Turner 
 

Tuckshop helpers – please wear closed in shoes 
 

If you are unable to work your rostered day could you please 
contact Jo Oliver by phone or text 0413 672 920 

 
 
 

JUNE SPECIAL OF THE MONTH 
 

 LASAGNA and GARLIC BREAD $5.00 per serve 

 
 

 
 
 

Blueberry and American Choc Chip muffins are currently available in 
the tuckshop for $1.50 ea. 

 

 
 

Please ensure tuckshop orders are written on brown paper bags 
and remember to write your child’s name and class on 

 their bag so their lunch goes into the correct box. 

 

CENT SALE & RAFFLE PRIZES 
 

We are starting to collect cent sale and raffle prizes for our fete this 
year.  If you wish to make a donation please drop it off at the office. 
If you own a business this may be a great way to promote it. 
 

FAMILY PHOTO COLLECTION 
 
The photo collection date for the Family Portrait fundraiser is next 
Wednesday 6

th
 June. If you have misplaced your collection time or 

need to change your time please contact Justine Harriott on 
0431525904. 
 

DATE CLAIMERS 

Family Photo Collection – Wednesday 6
th

 June 

Fete Meeting – Monday 11
th

 June - 6:30pm 

P&F Meeting – Monday 11
th

 June – 7.00pm 

 
If you have any suggestions for the P & F, please fill out a 
suggestion form available in the office and pop it into the red 
box.  Alternatively you can email your suggestions to 
secretarymackillop@gmail.com  Remember to check out the 
MacKillop P & F page on the website where you can find our 
contact details and the latest meeting minutes.   

http://www.mnmrok.catholic.edu.au/parentsfriends.htm 
 

Mel, Paula, Kristy & Penny 

 
 

 
 
 
 

mailto:secretarymackillop@gmail.com


 

 
 



 

 

 


